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2021 Legislative Platform & Priorities 

 
Behavioral / Mental Health Response 

• Support legislation that expands the treatment of and response to mentally 
ill persons. 
 

• Educate the Legislature on the growing issues associated with the mentally 
ill, and the increased burdens placed upon law enforcement to respond to 
these issues, which include: homelessness, substance abuse / dependency, 
and unpredictable and harmful behavior towards the public and law 
enforcement. 
 

• Support legislation to allow law enforcement officers to involuntarily 
transport persons, without making an arrest, to a medical facility when they 
have probable cause to believe that individual is a threat to themselves or 
others.  
 

• Support additional funding for law enforcement training in this area, to 
include courses such as “mental health for first responders” (8 hours) and 
“crisis intervention training” (40 hours). 

 
Controlled Substances 

• Inform the Legislature on growing national and local trends related to 
substance abuse and its correlation to increased homelessness, transiency, 
and erratic / violent behavior against law enforcement. 
 

• Oppose legalization / recreational use of drugs. 
 

• Support the expanded funding for substance abuse prevention programs as 
well as treatment programs. 
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Crimes & Criminal Reform 

• Generally support the concept of emergency risk protection orders (ERPOs, 
aka “Red Flag” orders) regarding temporary seizure of firearms if a person 
has been deemed a threat to themselves or others. 
 

• Support repeal of the current citizen’s arrest law (OCGA §17-4-60) as 
written, however citizen’s arrest ability should be restricted to homeowners, 
property owners or business owners (and their employees / security 
personnel). 
 

• Oppose raising the age for when a child becomes an adult from 17 to 18. 
This would place a burden on the over-crowded and under-resourced 
juvenile justice system. 

 

 
Police Operations / Tactics 

• Inform legislators that GACP is opposed to racial / bias-based profiling. 
  

• Oppose the outright elimination of no-knock warrants. There are situations 
where such warrants are necessary and prudent. Any request for a no-knock 
warrant, as well as the warrant service itself, should meet certain criteria 
and require command-level approval / oversight. 
 

• Oppose the outright elimination of civil asset forfeiture. Proposed bills 
should be reviewed individually. Agencies that initiate dubious forfeiture 
proceedings, utilize forfeited funds for questionable purposes, or fail to 
comply with any mandated reporting standards should be subject to review 
and sanctions by an appropriate governmental entity. 
 

• Strongly Oppose any reduction or elimination of qualified immunity for law 
enforcement officers. 
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Police Operations / Tactics (continued) 

 
• Support improvements in training of law enforcement officers, particularly 

for the basic mandate academies. Emphasis should be not only on the 
number of hours, but also on the type and quality of training. However, 
there must be adequate funding both at the state and local levels.  
Applicable fines / forfeitures that, per Amendment to the Georgia 
Constitution, that are directed for the specific purpose of training law 
enforcement and prosecutors should be utilized accordingly. 
 

• Support the use of body-worn cameras. However, any mandates for use 
should take into account the necessary funding required for acquisition of 
the technology as well as the recurring data storage / management costs 
(which far exceed initial acquisition costs). 
 

• Educate the Legislature and Governor on police vehicle pursuits and best 
practices. 
 

• Support the ability for agencies to utilize the uniform traffic citation or the 
uniform misdemeanor citation for specific misdemeanor offenses and 
ordinance violations. 
 

• Educate the Legislature and Governor on the need for a central facility (GBI) 
to store and maintain chain of custody for evidence related to murder 
(indefinitely) and sexual assault (30 years). Request Legislative Study on the 
issue. 
 

• Generally support data collection regarding police – citizen contacts and 
traffic stops. However, the need for data must be reasonably balanced with 
officer safety and not become overly burdensome to the officer and agency.  
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Use of Force 

• Support evidence-based studies that seek to improve law enforcement 
tactics and less-lethal force options that ensure both the safety of the public 
and law enforcement officers. 
 

• Strongly Oppose moving away from the use of force standards set by the 
U.S. Supreme Court in “Tennessee v. Garner” and “Graham v. Connor”. 
 

• Oppose any move towards a “use of force continuum” model that is 
outmoded / unrealistic and what police use of force expert Eric Daigle calls 
“an overly simplistic approach to decision-making that detracts from the 
officer’s ability to make effective decisions when confronted by resistance in 
real time”. 
 

• Support a ban on the use of choke holds, with the exception when deadly 
force is warranted. 
 

• Support the training in and use of de-escalation techniques. However, 
officers should not place themselves or others in danger by delaying the use 
of non-lethal or even deadly force if circumstances warrant. 
 

• Support a duty to intervene. 
 

• Support building trust between the community and law enforcement by 
participating in the FBI’s National Use of Force Data Collection Program. Also 
support legislative proposals that include both the collection of data on the 
use of force by police and against police. 

 


