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University of North Georgia Alumni Association to Host Intervene Challenge 

Addressing Highest Rate of Suicide in the State of Georgia 
The 9th Congressional District of Georgia covers the twenty counties from Athens and Cumming all the way to the 

North Carolina line. Though one of the most beautiful regions of Georgia, 17 of the 20 counties have a suicide rate 

that is higher than the state and national average. Since 2015 the 9th Congressional counties of Dawson, Lumpkin, 

Union, Gilmer, and Pickens have held the spot for the five highest rates of suicide in the state; a rate that is 

double the national average.  From 2015 to 2019 there were more than 1000 completed suicides recorded in the 

9th District.  For every completed suicide there are 25 others that attempt.   

Turning the tide on suicide will take the efforts of many working as one to build a culture of health and a network 

of care that instills hope in those that thought all hope was gone.  The Intervene Challenge is working to build 

such a network. Since 2012 Army Chaplain Kenneth Lou Koon, founder of the Intervene Challenge has trained 

more than 20,000 individuals in the skills that save lives. The Challenge training utilizes a curriculum Koon wrote 

called Listen Learn Lead or L3.  L3 is based on Koon’s work in conducting more than 1400 successful suicide 

interventions. Clients served have included US Air Force, US Army, Homeland Security, Georgia Chiefs of Police 

Association as well as schools, faith groups, and civic organizations.   

The training is underwritten by the Department of Behavioral Health & Developmental Disabilities and is free to 

all participants.  This is the third L3 training that the UNG Alumni Association has hosted. This training is open to 

all community members with a desire to be part of the network of care in reducing suicide.  Additionally, Law 

Enforcement personnel and Licensed Professional Counselors receive POST and CEU credits.  This is also a 

prerequisite course for the Trainer the Trainer course which will take place the following week. The L3 T4T 

program is intended to exponentially increase the ability of the Intervene Challenge to reach more people in 

building healthy communities that are safer from the risk of suicide.   

The training will take place in the Convocation Center at the UNG Dahlonega campus on Tuesday June 22.  Doors 

will open at 8 am and the training will be from 9 to 2 with lunch provided by the UNG Alumni Association.  

Participation is limited to 50 max and registration is required to participate. We look forward to a great day of 

training.  Learn more about what others are saying and register now at InterveneChallenge.org.   

 




