14* Annual Symposium Agenda

Theme: Response to Family and Child Violence

Location: South Georgia Technical College, Pope Center | Date: April 29, 2025

Time

Session

8:00 AM - 8:30 AM

Registration & Welcome Breakfast

8:30 AM - 8:45 AM

Opening Remarks and Acknowledgement
Presented by: Southwest Georgia
Children’s Alliance, Inc.

8:45 AM - 9:15 AM

Introduction: Breaking the Cycle, Building
Hope

Presented by: Maggie McGruther,
Southwest Georgia Children’s Alliance
Overview of the Alliance’s vision to end
family violence through prevention,
healing, and empowerment.

9:15 AM - 10:15 AM

Evaluation Plan: Measuring What Matters
Presented by: Tiara Jackson, Decision
Information Resources

An overview of the project evaluation
framework, outcome tracking, and long-
term impact measurement.

10:15 AM -10:30 AM

Break

10:30 AM -12:00 PM

Trauma-Informed Advocacy: Education for
the Child, Family & Community

Presented by: Ann Marie Ronsman, Child
Advocates of Montgomery County, Texas
Strategies for supporting children and
families using evidence-informed
frameworks like TBRI.

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM

Lunch & Networking:

Presented by: Brad Ray, The Nate Chute
Foundation

Attendees will have the opportunity to
participate in The Brain Architecture Game.
This interactive experience builds
understanding of the powerful role of early
experiences in brain development—what
promotes it, what derails it, and its
consequences for society. It fosters
community conversations on adverse
childhood experiences, toxic stress, and
other early childhood issues, serving as a
valuable resource for creating a shared
understanding and language around these
topics.




1:00 PM - 2:30 PM

Workplace Wellness: NCF Happiness
Training

Presented by: Brad Ray, The Nate Chute
Foundation

An interactive session using tools from
positive psychology to enhance wellness
and resilience in the workplace.

2:00 PM - 2:45 PM

Multidisciplinary Response to Child Abuse
Presented by: Laci M. Smith, MSN, RN, CPN,
SANE-A, SANE-P Forensic Nursing Specialist
Exploring entry points, team roles, and
protocols for a coordinated community
response to child sexual abuse.

2:45 PM - 3:00 PM

Break

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

Collaborative Systems of Care

Presented by: Saul Glick

Testimonials and examples of the impact of
a system of care and the impact on the
prevention of domestic violence and child
abuse.

4:30 PM - 4:45 PM

Acknowledgement Statement &
Adjournment

Acknowledgement Statement

This conference was made possible by Grant Number 90EV0649-01-00 from the Department of
Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families. Its contents are solely the
responsibility of the Southwest Georgia Children’s Alliance, Inc. and do not necessarily represent the
official views of the Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and

Families.




